Express Mailing No. 



H42404US 


Attorney Docl 



No. 28NP PREC 


ABSTRACT 


A surgical instrument is described that has a distinctive torque-transmitting coupling 
assembly. A tubular member made of super-elastic alloy has a driven end and a driving efrtd 
with an integral tongue member, which defines a passageway that extends along a first axis. 
A fitting member defines a shape presenting a first mating interface surface. A tool-bit 
member has a second axis and presents a second mating interface surface adapted for 
receptive complemental facing with the first mating interface surface, including a recess 
formed in the second mating interface surface. Relative motion activates the super-elastic 
alloy of the tongue, which detent ively snaps Into the recess to align the first and second axes 
with one another. A flexible surgical reamer is similarly disclosed, where the fitting has an 
aperture opening onto the first mating interface surface and the tongue projects through the 
aperture. 
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